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sively as well as intensively by the scientific civilization of
the West. And so he has been rudely shaken out of the
traditional mental milieu.
But his condition is still somewhat similar to that of the
man who has been affected strongly by his first taste of
liquor. He is not himself, his feet are unsteady. He is
unable to hold together, with any degree of certainty or san-
ity, his multiple reactions and to reorient himself to their
cumulative content or character. So it is rather difficult to
assess aright the inherent abiding value or vision of the
various literatures of India, as they are presented to us at
present. \
Now, it would appear as if the call of the common man,
as he is envisaged in terms of economic independence and
political enfranchisement, is among the most powerful in-
fluences by which authors in the different provinces have
been touched. Therefore, whether it be in their story or song,
essay or appraisal, it is this call which they so much desire
to emphasise and implement through the written word. This
is specially evident in areas round about the industrial towns
in this country. And it is no exaggeration to say that almost
all the different literatures in the country, in the main, are
urban.
But India, as is well known, lives in her villages.    The
life of the people there is not changed radically in its tenor
or tone.   They still live by the plough and learn from the
pole-star.    And because as yet the dark cloud of illiteracy
hangs over them, the light ot the modern scientific civiliza-
tion has not entered their mud-built cottages.    Our provin-
cial literatures, therefore, are not a true index of the life of
a very large majority of the people.    It follows that they are
but a partial expression of the national life, on the one hand,
as they are partial, on the other hand, in the sense of their
not having taken root in any particular pattern of life or
postulate of any of the hierarchy of Life's light-giving values.
So  there  is  a  common  denominator underlying  the
various provincial literatures, namely, their urban character
with its stress on some of the sectarian values of life, so to
speak, as one may well characterise the bread-earning and
freedom-winning trends seen at work in them.